Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SANTIA 00140 0921 18Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 IO-13 ISO-OO HA-05 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 
INR-07 LAB-04 NSAE-00 SIL-01 DODE-OO PA-01 
USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 L-03 TRSE-00 /066W 

100802 092146Z/62 

R 092029Z IAN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7728 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SANTIAGO 0140 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ELAB, SHUM. Cl 

SUB J : BANISHED LABOR LEADERS LOSE JOBS 
REFS: A) 77 SANTIAGO 9677, B) 77 STATE 282679 

1 . SUMMARY: AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THEIR BANISHMENT, FOUR 
DEMOCRATIC TRADE UNION LEADERS HAVE LOST THEIR JOBS AND 
UNION POSITIONS. THEY PLAN TO TAKE THEIR CASES TO COURT. 
THE COMMUNIST AND CLAT TRADE UNION LEADERS RETAIN BOTH 
JOBS AND UNION POSITIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. "DINAMICO" LEADER JUAN MANUEL SEPULVEDA WAS FIRED BY 
HIS EMPLOYER "COMPANIATECNO INDUSTRIAL" - FENSA-MADEMSA 
NOVEMBER 24 FOR ENGAGING IN POLITICAL ACTIVITY IN VIOLA- 
TION OF DECREE LAW 1697 OF MARCH 11, 1977 WHICH BANNED 
ALL POLITICAL PARTIES AND POLITICAL ACTIVITY. THE COM- 
PANY ARGUED THAT HIS BANISHMENT WAS PRIMA FACIE EVIDENCE 
OF HIS VIOLATION OF THIS DECREE AND GROUNDS FOR DISMISSAL. 

3. ON SEPULVEDA'S RETURN FROM BANISHMENT, THE COMPANY 
STOOD BY ITS DECISION REFUSING TO ALLOW HIM TO WORK. 
SEPULVEDA, A MECHANICAL ENGINEER, SAID THAT MOST OF HIS 
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SAVINGS HAD BEEN SPENT ON FEEDING HIS FAMILY WHILE HE 
WAS IN THE CHILEAN ALTIPLANO. HIS WIFE HAD TO BORROW 
MONEY TO MAKE THE TRIP TO SEE HIM AND BRING HIM WARM 
CLOTHES. HE TOLD THE EMBASSY THAT UNLESS HE FOUND WORK 
SOON, HE AND HIS FAMILY WOULD BE DESTITUTE. 

4. BANISHED COPPER LABOR LEADER MILTON PUGA AND HIS WIFE 
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CAME TO THE EMBASSY TO EXPRESS THEIR APPRECIATION TO THE 
US GOVERNMENT AND THE AMERICAN TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. THEY 
HAD THE SAME ECONOMIC PROBLEMS AS SEPULVEDA. PUGA STATED 
THAT ALL THREE COPPER LEADERS LOST THEIR JOBS AND UNION 
POSITIONS. ALL WERE IN EXTREMELY DIFFICULT FINANCIAL 
POSITIONS AND WERE FINDING IT DIFFICULT TO FIND WORK. PUGA 
SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT CONTROLS MOST JOB SOURCES IN 
RANCAGUA AND EVEN PRIVAT EMPLOYERS REFUSE TO HIR THEM. 

AT PRESENT, PUGA SAID THEIR ONLY HOPE WAS TO TAKE THE CASE 
TO COURT IN THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE COURT WOULD FIND THAT 
FIRING THEM WITHOUT CHARGES OR TRIAL CONSTITUTED AN UNFAIR 
LABOR PRACTICE. HOWEVER, PUGA NOTED THAT EVEN IF THE 
COURTS REQUIRD THE STATE MINING COMPANY TO REINSTATE 
THEM, THE COMPANY COULD STILL REFUSE AND SIMPLY PAY THEM 
AN INDEMNIFICATION AMOUNTING TO SIX MONTHS SALARY. PUGA 
SAID THAT HE, CARLOS ARELLANO AND JUNA FINCHEIRA WERE 
AGREED THAT THE COURTS WERE THEIR ONLY ROAD. 

5. PUGA BLAMES GUILLERMO MEDINA, COUNSELOR OF STATE AND 
SOLE SURVIVING MEMBER OF THE COPPER UNION'S EXECUTIVE 
BOARD FOR THE THREE BANISHMENTS. COMMUNIST TRADE UNION 
LEADER HECTOR CUEVAS WAS ALSO BANISHED BUT HE CONTINUES 
AS A FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE OF HIS BUILDING TRADES UNION. 

CARLOS FREZ, PRESIDENT OF THE PORT WORKERS UNION AND THE 

CLAT AFFILIATED SINGLE FEDERATION OF WORKERS (FUT) ALSO 
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RETAINS HIS JOB AT LEAST FOR THE TIME BEING. FREZ IS A 
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEE AND IS PROTECED AS A UNION LEADER BY 
LAW. HOWEVER, MANY DEMOCRATIC TRADE UNION LEADERS BELIEVE 
THAT FREZ WILL SOON BE OUSTED. 

LANDAU 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LABOR 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 09 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SANTIA00140 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78001 3-0863 
Format: TEL 
From: SANTIAGO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 85/aaaactqb. tel 

Line Count: 99 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 1dbc6de5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 SANTIAGO 9677, 77 STATE 282679 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3806706 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: BANISHED LABOR LEADERS LOSE JOBS 
TAGS: ELAB, SHUM, Cl 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1dbc6de5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



